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Graded Reading Series
for Childrenz of Classes| and ||

When children take admission in Class | they already
know the meanings of several words. Children recognise
things in their practical context and know the syntax of
their home language very well. Thisfoundation becomes
available to the school ready-made in every child. By
treating this foundation as a pedagogic base, the school
can teach reading-writing to every child in afew months.
But it does not happen in most cases. We are familiar
with thereality that most children coming to our schools
do not become readers. Even in Class V many children
remain stuck on recognising letters and the ones who
somehow learn to read do not really become successful
readersin atrue sense. By thiswe imply that the habit of
reading and the desire to seek joy in reading do not get
devel oped.



We now need to stop this continuous failure of schools
and we can do that. If we give space to children's own
knowledge and experiences in the class while teaching
them how to read, then they will learnto read aseasily as
they learn to speak at home. Every child can learntoread
with meaning within the first few months of schooling.
All we need is a rigorous effort and freedom from the
grip of the letter-sound approach to be able to think from
afresh perspective. NCERT has taken an important step
inthisdirection. A 'Graded Reading Series titled Barkhaa
has been devel oped in sync with children'sinnate cognitive
capacities. The conceptual basis of this series is that if
children read with meaning and pleasure from the
start itself, they will learn to read quickly and will
become successful readers. A graded reading series is
apedagogic tool which will help the children of Classes|
and |1 in learning reading and to arouse in them the urge
to read more and more.

How po CHILDREN LEARN TO READ?
Prediction plays a very important role in the process of



reading. Beginning from the first day of school children
must get ample opportunities to predict the text when they
learn to read. It does not generally happen. In the initial
primary classes children are only taught to match letters
with sounds. It is assumed that the children will gradually
learn to read by establishing a link between letters and
sounds. Evenif children manageto pick-up reading by joining
letters, they still do not become successful readers; leave
alone developing an opinion about the text. One reason for
thisfailure isthat we never pay sufficient attention to train
children in the skills of prediction.If a child triesto read
using her/his innate capacity to predict she/he is
discouraged.

An effort hasbeen madein Barkhaafor childrento get plentiful
opportunities of prediction while reading the stories of this
graded series. Children will also be able to use their
experiences, pragmatic knowledge and awareness of spoken
language while making predictions about thetext. Therefore,
all the stories of Barkhaa have been developed on the basis
of children’s everyday experiences. The skill of reading
makes an important contribution in cognitive development



children. When children get lots of books to read on their
own, not only will they devel op reading capabilitiesbut will
also benefit cognitively in every areaof school knowledge.

ForRMAT oF BARKHAA STORIES

Barkhaa has forty stories across four levels spread out in
five themes. The number of sentences and the complexity
of the plots in the stories increase as we move upwards
acrossthe levels. There aretwo central charactersin every
theme and the stories have been presented through their
perspective. Jamaa and Madan are neighbours who take
lot of interest in food. Similarly, Rama and Rani are sisters
who fed warmly related with every thing and person around
them and pay attention to the finest details of people’'s
activities or actions. Kgal and Madhav are siblings and
through them we can experience the pleasure that children
get by observing and by being with birds and animals. In
the stories of Jeet and Babli we learn about children's
indigenous games and interesting strategies used by them
to play those games. Tosiaand Mili arefriendsand like any
other girl both want to learn about each and every thingin



of their surroundings and do not bother much if things fall
or break, on the other hand they find an opportunity of
playing in such events.

There are four levels in the stories of Barkhaa. Gradation
across levels has been achieved by variation in syntax,
number of words and number and complexity of sub-plots.
Aswe go higher across the levels the number of sentences
and sub-plots in the stories increase.

First level -There are ten stories @ this level. Every theme
hastwo stories. Each story has one sentencewith anillustration
on every page. Only one event takes place or one problemis
solved in the entire story. Thereis alot of repetition in the
syntax which helps children recognise words.

Second L evel -Thereareten storiesat thislevel too. There
aretwo stories of each theme having two text sentenceson
every page. The number of wordshasbeen increased. There
areillustrationson every pageat thislevel aswell. Here, too
there is repetition in the syntax; however it isless than the
first level. At thislevel aso the stories revolve around one
event or a problem.



Third Level - At thislevel too there are ten storiesin all,
with two from every theme. However there are three
sentences on each page of the book and the number of
words has been increased as compared to the second level.
Two to three smaller events or sub-plots have been
developed within the main plot. There are illustrations on
every pageto giveflight to children’simagination.

Fourth level - Thereisoneillustration and four sentences
on every page of al the ten stories of this level. Stories
have two to three plotswhich lead to increase in the number
of words. Thereisarepetition in the plots but very little in
the syntax.

After completing all the stories of the previouslevel, when
children will pick up the stories of the next level, they will
themselves feel motivated to read further. If achild wishes
to he/she will have the freedom to re-read the previously
read books as many times as they want. There is a
pedagogical advantagein re-reading the previously read text,
but thiskind of flexibility israrely giveninthetext available
in our schools. Thisflexibility not only enables childrento



develop aconfidencethat she could understand apreviously
read text better, but she also gets an opportunity to
understand several concepts from newer perspectives.

CHILDREN' s EVERYDAY EXPERIENCESWITH BARKHAA

Barkhaa stories have been knit around children’s contexts
and their everyday experiences.

By seeing the reflections of their own experiences and
contexts, the children will get support in reading by
predicting the text. All the characters of Barkhaa are small
children who are of our intended readers age. The aspect
that received a lot of attention and consideration, while
developing the stories of Barkhaa, is that every story
revolvesaround asmall event or athing which the children
of thisage-group find very interesting and exciting. Events
have been expanded from children’s perspective. Unlike
grown-ups, children do not get anxiousto clean the messif
something drops on the floor. They become immensely
happy if they spot abird's egg and assumethe responsibility
of saving it from cats and dogs. Whatever children do in



such situations is the main element of these stories.

REPETITION IN THE STORIES

Familiar contexts have been used in the stories so that the
children can relate with them and can identify with the
characters. Whileunderstanding the storiesthroughillustrations
when childrenwill pay attention to thetext benegth they will on
their own understand what is written there. Along with
understanding the story, children will pick up a few smple
sentences eadly. All the sentences in Barkhaa are of spoken
language. Thiswill enablethechildrento establishalink between
spoken and writtenlanguage. They will learninatacit way how
to write the spoken word or idea.

STORY IN | LLUSTRATIONS

Anillustration has been given on al the pages of Barkhaa
acrossthefour levels. Intheinitial phase of schooling when
children cannot read the written text they will understand
the stories with the help of illustrations. It is with this
expectation that aspecia effort hasbeen madein developing
illustrationsfor Barkhaa. They have not been limited to the



events of the stories. They are made more lively and close
to reality. This will help children in deriving joy from
illustrations, understanding the stories and getting
opportunities to talk and discuss about various things.
Children have been with presented with dignity and gracein
these illustrations. Their innocence has neither been
exaggerated nor trivialised.

Often images of children are clichéd in stories, but in
Barkhaa their representation has been realistic and true to
life. Thiswill enabletheintended readersto relate with the
storiesand find areflection of their own lifein them.

M ORALSAND VALUES THROUGH L ANGUAGE

It iswidely believed that children must learn alesson out
of whatever they read. While evolving the conceptual
framework and developing these stories a conscious
attempt was made to resist the general adult impulse of
teaching values to children. Life's naivety and children's
small joys and pleasures have been woven lucidly in the
language of Barkhaa. Language is atreasure in itself. Its



biggest challenge is to provide expression to children's
experiences and touch their hearts. Every child wants to
be brave, face dangerswith courage, befearlessin difficult
circumstances and confident while presenting her view-
point in front of adults. All children engage in such small
endeavours all the time in their lives. It is this aspiration
and innocence of children which has been recognised in
Barkhaa.

Values have been woven in subtle manner in Barkhaa stories
SO as to sensitise children naturaly. For example, Jeet’'s
desire to learn his father’s skills of playing atabla, in the
story Tabla , isacommendable valueinitself. In Nanee ka
Chashmaa, the concern and dedication with which Rama
looks for her grandmother’s pair of reading glasses,
conveys the sensitivity of a small child towards an old
person. In Talab ke Maje Kajal and Madhav reassure
themselves that the egrets will come back next year when
both of them see the birds flying away. In this story the
idealsof waiting for somebody, understanding nature’scycle
and accepting otherswith their peculiaritiesemergeon their
own. Such values are natural part of children's life .
Children'sinnocence,



their honesty, the pervasive desire to learn something new,
alonging for love and the energy to do everything on their
own are someof the biggest valuesand innate moral sthrough
whichteachersand parentswill understand children'sethics.

READING RESOURCES

In the third chapter of National Curriculum Framework
(2005) arecommendation has been made under thetitle Why
don't children learn to read? that the classroom needs to
provideaprint rich environment displaying Sgns, charts, work-
organising notices, etc. that promote ‘iconic’ recognition of
the written symbols, in addition to teaching letter-sound
correspondence. At present our education system issuffering
from adeprivation of these above mentioned resourceswhich
are essential for children's development. Children of
resourceful families get such facilitiesat homein the normal
course, such as — books, magazines, newspaper and family
member'shabit of reading them regularly. Children from poor
families and rura areas generally remain deprived of such
resources. By placing the reading-series of forty stories in
Teachers have to make an effort to ensure that children



classrooms we can compensate for this deprivation. Seeing
their wards getting areading-serieswill generateanew faithin
parents that there is plentiful reading-material available for
children. Barkha series will help children develop areading
habit for their own happiness and enable them to become
life-long readers.

THE RoLE oF TEACHERS

Barkhaa graded reading series has been developed with
this thought that it will assist teachers in meeting some
curricular goals. It has to be particularly kept in mind that
the reading-series is not a textbook. Teachers can see this
series asacomplementary pedagogic material which needs
to be given to children for reading. Teachers are expected
to placethisreading-seriesin such amanner in the classroom
that the children will have easy accessto it. Teachers must
constantly encourage children to keep reading the stories
of Barkhaa. They should introduce children to the stories
and regularly hold discussions about the characters and the
illustrations. The reading-series is especially made for
children, therefore, do not panic about wear and tear while
givingit tothem.



read the books level-wise which means that they proceed
to the next level only after reading al the ten stories of the
previouslevel andfinally reach thefourthlevel inthismanner.
Although Barkhaa stories have been divided in four levels
yet teachers should not treat this classification as a hard
and fast rule. Do not scold or snub achild if she picksup a
fourth-level book before others. Teachers should not get
worried if achild wantsto read abook repeatedly or wants
to go back to the first level books even after reaching the
third leve. Itisnatural for thisto happen. A child's confidence
builds after reading afew stories and then she herself wants
to derive joy by reading previously read stories again and
again. She remains excited that she can understand those
stories better as compared to how she understood earlier.
Therefore, it isnecessary that theteacherstakethe children's
desire to re-read certain books as a motivational signifier.
Thegreatest implication of achild'sdesireto re-read isthat
the child isjudging her own progress and is moving ahead
with poise and determination. Teachers are expected to
encourage children to read Barkhaa storieswhile remaining
flexibleintheir orientation.
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